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HENDERSON HARBOR YACHT CLUB HOSTS  
REGATTA  By Karolyn Williams     
 

I sat down recently with Steve Woiler, Lee Cagwin and Bob 
Ashodian to find out more about the Eastern Yachting Circuit 
and the Henderson Harbor Yacht Club’s participation in this 
year’s regatta. This is what I learned: 
 

Many local businesses noticed a boost in trade between July 8th 
and July 12th as the Henderson Harbor Yacht Club had won the 
bid to host the 2009 Eastern Yachting Circuit Regatta and club 
members from six U.S. and six Canadian clubs were fed, housed 
and entertained here over the 4 days. 
 

Forty-four boats with lengths ranging from 22’ to 40’ and an 
average crew of 5 per boat participated in this year’s regatta 
which consisted of three course races and one long-distance race. 
 

The EYC Regatta is the second oldest regatta on Lake Ontario and the last time that the Henderson Harbor club 
hosted it was 2001. Contestants in this year’s race represented clubs from as far away as Sodus, NY to the west 
and Brockville, Ont. to the north.  
 

Each evening, at the conclusion of the day’s events, a slide show of pictures taken that day was shown at the 
club. The sailors say it is the one time each year that they get to see each other and they admit that they “sail 
hard and play hard.” 
 

Not only were the Henderson Harbor Yacht Club and our area businesses hospitable but personnel from the 
U.S. Bureau of Customs and Border Protection were present to receive and check-in our Canadian guests, 
allowing them to avoid a detour to either Cape Vincent or Sackets Harbor. To save time in the event of an 
emergency, the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office and E.M.T.s were given advance notice of the regatta. 
(Cont’d on Page 3)�

Boats participating in the Eastern Yachting Circuit’s 
2009 Regatta, hosted by the Henderson Harbor 
Yacht Club, travel at between 5 and 7 knots as 
they round the Sixtown Buoy and head for the 
Point Peninsula Buoy.  (Photo by Chuck West) 

About 47 boats raced in the 5-day Eastern Yacht ing Circuit Regatta. Many of the contestant boats are shown moored at the 
Henderson Harbor Yacht Club, the host club for the 2009 regatta. (Photos by Chuck West) 
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2009 Board of Directors  
 

President 
Karl Williams 

K-Two Enterprises 
 

Vice President 
Suzanne Gouin 

The Willows on the Lake 
 

Treasurer 
Robert Ashodian 

Henderson Consulting Services 
 

Secretary 
Nancy Moore 

Moore’s Garage 
 

John Killius 
Henchen’s Marina 

 
Peter Price 

Henderson Storage 
 

Barbara Rendell 
Elliott Realty 

 
Gary Sluzar 

GEO Real Estate Services 
 

Robert Aliasso 
Stebbins Engineering 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 

Dear Members, By all accounts, this appears to be a good year for 
business in the Henderson Harbor area. Some members report that 
customers in the higher economic strata were affected for the first time 
in many years and that other local customers filled the void by staying in 
the area. Several businesses have reported growth improvements of 25-
30% this year over last year. I believe our marketing programs and 
advertising campaigns, including the website, have helped. While it 
takes many years to really impact an area with new business, 2009 has 
been a good start. 
 

The Board will be holding a planning meeting on September 30th to put 
our 2010 budget and business plan together. (For details, see article 
“Planning Meeting Set by Board of Directors,” page 3.) 
 

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 28th at the 
Community Center (the time to be determined later.) We will be voting 
on 3 board members up for re-election this year. The nominating 
committee will be recommending a slate of candidates in ample time for 
the election. 
 

Plans are underway for a dinner to follow the annual meeting. We hope 
to have “A Taste of Henderson” presented by our local restaurants. This 
can be a fundraiser for the Chamber and an opportunity to meet each 
other in a collegial atmosphere. 
 

In this issue you will also read about our Economic Development 
Committee and the Candidate Forum to be held on October 17th at the 
Community Center. We hope to see many of you there and that there 
will be a good response to our survey. If you somehow missed the email 
survey, please contact me and I will make sure that you get one. 
 

Please send in success or failure stories for the newsletter so that we may 
have some empirical data for future articles. 
 

***  

The Henderson Fish & Game Club held its annual Clam Bake on August 29th at the Westview Marina. In spite of the drizzly 
weather, guests including Jefferson County Sheriff John Burns, above left, enjoyed the delicious fare prepared by a team of chefs 
led by Jim Rathbun (above right) of Jim’s Plumbing & Heating. The Fish & Game Club is celebrating its 100th Anniversary this year. 
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REGATTA  (from P.1) 
 

The HHYC is also grateful to the Henderson Fire Department for providing a tent and some tables which 
were very helpful. The permit application to the Coast Guard was lengthy and very detailed but well worth 
the effort. 
 

 The Eastern Yachting Circuit Regatta is held annually on the first weekend after (the U.S.’s) Independence 
Day. Planning for the event starts in the fall and becomes intense after the first of the year. Hosts alternate 
each year between U.S. and Canadian clubs so next year the regatta will be held in Brockville, Ont. and in 
2011 they are back in the U.S. at our neighbor club in Chaumont. 
 

For fees and general information about joining the Henderson Harbor Yacht Club as well as EYC race 
results and more photos, please visit the Henderson Harbor club’s website at www.hendersonharboryc.com. 

HHYC Members Phil and Letitia Zell's boat, "Lapwing" 
rounds Sixtown Buoy on the first leg of one of the races 
held on July 9, 2009.  (Photo by Chuck West) 

These boats in Henderson Bay are traveling down wind, or with the 
wind, flying their colorful spinnakers toward the finish line. The boat 
on the far left is "Fast Attack" belonging to the Jim King family. The 
Kings are active at HHYC and in the Henderson Harbor Water Sports 
Program which is offered at the Yacht Club. (Photo by Chuck West) 

PLANNING MEETING SET BY BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

The Board of Directors will be holding a planning meeting on Wednesday, September 30th at the 
Community Center from 6 pm until 8:30 pm for the purpose of developing the 2010 Budget and Business 
Plan. 
 

We will be reviewing requests for both support and sponsorship of events by the Chamber. Any 
organization, group, or individual anticipating Chamber involvement of any type for next year must first 
submit their request in writing. 
 

All submissions should indicate whether the request is for support or sponsorship and include a simple, 
written outline including financial and personnel expectations. You are then asked to schedule a 5-minute 
time slot to make the request in person at the planning meeting*. 
 

 Following your 5-minute presentation to the Board, an additional 3 minutes will be allotted for questions 
and answers. Once decisions are made, the Chamber will build a business plan and a budget to meet our 
shared goals. 
 

* If you, or your group, wish to be included on the agenda, please contact Nancy Moore at 
thechambersecretary@gmail.com . 
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ART IN THE PARK & VINTAGE MART 
VERY SUCCESSFUL 
Submitted by Barb Bowman 
 

On July 18th The Art in the Park & Vintage Mart was 
held at Rhodes Greenhouses Display Garden from 10 
to 6. The day was beautiful and the location was 
perfect.  
 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to 
Jolene & Gary Rhodes and their son Jonathan for all 
their hard work. Janelle at Alexander’s Corners did it 
an outstanding job and couldn’t do enough to make 
the event a success.  
 

We had over 30 vendors and the feedback was 
tremendous, all would love to participate again and 
loved the location. 

I would like to thank Linda Stoddard Leonard for her help with solicitation of vendors. 
 

On the day of the event we had some wonderful volunteers, Sue Henderson, Corky Peterson, (she did an 
outstanding job selling raffle tickets), Nancy Moore, Terry Mallory, Marlene Cook, Connie Glasby, Rick 
Leonard, and the 6 ladies from the Library. I would also like to express a deep gratitude to my sisters Ann 
Lyman & Patty Howell for their help along with my daughter Debbie Colesante, her husband Dave and my 
grandson Jordan. They all worked very hard. 
 

Robert Jansen from Harbor Emporium did all the printing & design and donated a beautiful engraved pitcher 
to present to Gary & Jolene Rhodes. The Firemen did a wonderful job of providing tents, chairs, tables and 
signage on Rte 3. Jay Canzonier from North Branch Farms provided his tent and help; Fred Caswell provided 
the Historical Society’s tent and his help. I would like to give an extra special thanks to Gary Bowman and 
the Aspinwall Motel for all his help and donations. The event was in conjunction with the Henderson Free 
Library’s Quilt Show, we were able to donate $276.00 to the Library from the event. We held a raffle that 
day and Baskets were won by the following, Dick Glasby, Linda Mooney, Suzanne Melfi, Angela 
Vanderbeck, Marie Lemire, Kathy Goodman, Kellie O’Keefe and Patrick Colesante. (Cont’d on Page 6) 
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THE HENDERSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND THE PETERS-STE VENS BOAT ANNEX 
 

Soon after moving into the former Universalist Church building in 
1996, the Henderson Historical Society started receiving donated 
items pertaining to the boating heritage of the community. 
 

These items included the Tyler family photo album of their guide boat 
business and large, framed nautical maps and paintings of the Stony 
Point lighthouse. Most important were the gifts of the guide boats, 
designed and built in Henderson. The Society has seven boats and no 
place to display them. (See below for a current list of the boats that 
have been donated to date.) These boats are stored locally through the 
kindness of the Society’s friends.  
 

The Peters and Stevens families have made generous donations 
toward the construction of a building to protect and display all boats 
and artifacts related to that portion of our history. The name of the 
future Boat Annex was established as the “Peters-Stevens” as a 
tribute to these two families for their donations and efforts to preserve and pass on, the boating heritage of 
Henderson. 
 

The plan of the Society is to build an annex directly behind the former church building to house and display the 
boats and related nautical items. The Society is asking for the assistance of the community in this endeavor. 
 

If you would like to make a donation to the Peters-Stevens Boat Annex fund simply cut out the donor form on the 
back of this page and mail it to the Henderson Historical Society at 12581 Harbor View road, County Route 72, 
Henderson, NY 13650. For every donation of $100 or more, your name will be entered on a prominently displayed 
plaque at the Annex. Donors who give $5,000.00 or more will receive a hand carved half hull guide boat model. John 
Treadwell, Chairman of the Boat Annex Committee is happy to discuss and provide additional information about 
the Boat Annex project. John may be reached at 938-5360.  
 

The Society has: 1) Tyler built guide boat; early 1900’s; over 15, 2) Guide Boat built by Phil Lane and Earl 
Howard; 1931-32; 17’, 3) Stevens 1880 ice boat and blades; 15’ x 8’, 4) Hovey row boat; 15’, 5) “Sharpie” 
rowboat; 12’, 6) Stevens made in-board engine guide boat; 22’, 7) Boat forms for two boats, 8) 1939 Kent Irwin 
guide boat with Chrysler engine; 22’. Additional Henderson Historical Society contact information: Tel: (315) 938-
7163 or on the Internet:    hendersongenealogy@yahoo.com  or www.hendersonhistoricalsociety.com 
�

HENDERSON HARBOR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNOUNCES  2009 CANDIDATE FORUM 
 

YOUR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ADVOCATING FOR YOUR BUSINESS 
 
The Board of Directors unanimously approved a measure submitted by the Economic Development Committee to invite political 
candidates seeking office this year to a business-centered debate forum. The forum will be held at the community center in 
Henderson on Saturday, October 17, 2009 from 9 a.m. until noon. 
 
The Board agreed that in the deepest economic recession in a generation, it is time to insure that our governmental leaders 
clearly understand the priorities and desires of this business community. With a growing business membership having diverse 
interests, the Chamber members plan to speak as a unified voice. 
 
Questions will be developed by a survey of the approximately 70 business members in the Chamber. All questions will be 
centered on business and economic development in the Town of Henderson and candidates to be invited will include those 
seeking Town as well as Federal offices. No individual candidates will be endorsed. 
 
The Economic Development Team is made up of Bob Ashodian (Henderson Consulting Services), Bill Saiff (Bill Saiff 
Outdoors), Pete Price (Henderson Storage) and Robert Aliasso (Stebbins Engineering). Mr. Ashodian may be reached at 
thechambertreasurer@gmail.com.  
 
The Chamber anticipates that there will be wide interest in this public forum. Results of the forum will be publicized and posted 
on the Chamber website: www.hendersonharborny.com . 
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ART IN THE PARK (from Page 4) 
 

This was our second annual Art in the Park, this 
year we added Vintage Mart to expand on the 
event. Our first event was organized by Mary 
Ellen Shevalier who did an outstanding job and 
left wonderful instructions to follow making it 
easy to hold another successful event. Thank 
you Mary Ellen. 
 
If anyone has any questions or if I forgot anyone 
please don’t hesitate to call. Gary & Jolene 
Rhodes were excellent hosts and their location 
is ideal, anyone’s event would be a huge success 
there. Thank you to all that participated and 
made this a wonderful event. 

NEW BUSINESS MEMBERS 
 

Since our last newsletter, we have welcomed the following new business members into the Henderson Harbor Area 
Chamber of Commerce: Artist Robert Montford, Shamrock Financial Services, WWTI TV 50, Arrow Pest Control 
of Syracuse, Inc., Time Warner and Sure Sign Graphics. This brings our new business member total to 32 for the 
year and our total Chamber membership to 115.�
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2009 RICK STEVENS HENDERSON HARBOR BOAT SHOW 
 

On August 15th, the 2009 edition of the Henderson Harbor Boat Show was held on the docks of Bill Saiff’s 
Westview Lodge Marina. 
 

Twenty-six boats showed up including the U.S. Coast Guard and the Jefferson County Sheriff’s patrol boat, 
both shown below. Visitors were in and out all day long and the parking lot was full for most of the day. A 
new sign at each end of town prominently displayed the details for the day and 4 road signs were put out to 
indicate when the show was on and where to go. The Westview Lodge kitchen provided hotdogs, 
hamburgers and soda for the hungry visitors.  
 

On the day of the show Dean Witmer,  show organizer, reported that they were very happy with the results for 
this event and are looking forward to an even bigger event next year. The 2010 show is already being 
planned and is scheduled to be held in the Harbor on August 21st. 
 

All proceeds from this year’s show were donated to the Peters Stevens Boat Annex fund. The Harbor Boat 
Show, Inc. is a member of the Henderson Harbor Area Chamber of Commerce. 

HHACC, TOWN OF HENDERSON & LOCAL 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS ����
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If you are planning an event that you would like to have 
included in the calendar, please contact Karolyn Williams 
at 315-938-5670 or kwilli65@twcny.rr.com. �
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CHAMBER REQUESTS FUNDING  
FROM THE TOWN OF  HENDERSON 
 

In 2009 the Town of Henderson generously 
provided funding in the amount of $4,500 to the 
Henderson Harbor Area Chamber of Commerce. 
On September 22nd, President Williams once 
again respectfully made a request to the Town 
Board for funding. The amount requested for 
fiscal year 2010 is $9,800. 
 

Our request represents a sizeable increase in the 
amount provided in 2009 because it reflects what 
we see as needed to stimulate our businesses in a 
down economy. We realize that economic 
conditions are challenging for the town but 
funding is crucial if we are to build on the 
successes of 2009 and continue to provide support 
to our 75 local businesses and 40 associate 
members who also face difficult economic 
challenges. 
  
Funds granted will be used for the promotion of 
member businesses in the Henderson Harbor area. 
Among other plans, we anticipate advertising 
campaigns that will reach into the Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey markets where many of our 
customers reside. 

* * * �

FALL DINNER AND ANNUAL 
MEETING TO BE COMBINED  
 

It seems these days we have too many things to do 
and too little time in which to do it. Added to that, 
almost everything costs too much. For that reason 
we have decided to bring our membership together 
once this fall to make decisions and have fun. We 
plan to do just that at the Community Center in 
Henderson on the last Wednesday, the 28th of 
October. Also, we hope to keep the cost down and 
use this as a fundraiser for the Chamber. 
 

We are planning a Taste of Henderson with our 
restaurant members bringing out their best. Our 
committee so far consists of Paula Ashodian, 
Karolyn Williams, Suzanne Henderson, Nancy 
Moore and Karl Williams. Additional helpers are 
welcome so just let Karl know at 
thechamberpresident@gmail.com if you are 
interested in helping with this event. 

* * * �

BY-LAWS TO BE VOTED ON AT OCTOBER MEETING 
 

Our current by-laws have held up fairly well over the past few years but last Fall Connie Jansen led a team 
of members to determine whether our by-laws met the current standards of Chambers of Commerce 
throughout the United States. The team found that ours were in serious need of updating. 
 

As a premier business organization, each Chamber should have governing rules that help to set standards 
within their communities. As a 501c6, Non-Profit Organization we are required by law to have a proper 
set of by-laws. Connie and her team looked at Chambers as far as Texas to find best-practice standards for 
governing rules. They considered local chambers rules throughout the North Country as well. The 
recommended by-laws they drew up were presented to the Board by the team and were approved to be sent 
to all members. The general membership is the final approving body of the Chamber on this issue.  
 

Each member will be sent a set of the proposed new by-laws and because we have found some sections 
that still need to be “tweaked,” you will receive a series of amendments as well. For example, the current 
by-laws had the office of Treasurer and Secretary combined. At the time the by-laws were written, this 
arrangement worked quite well. What we have found though is that a combined office in today’s 
environment requires a full time commitment for which we do not compensate. The proposed by-laws 
attempted to address the problem by splitting the position but making the secretary a non-Board, and even 
a non-Chamber, member. (cont’d on P. 11) 

“Success is the ability to go 
from one failure to another 

with no loss of 
enthusiasm.” 

                                                          Sir Winston Churchill�



www.hendersonharborny.com �

Henderson Harbor, New York - The          of the Golden Crescent - “Where Your Recreational Dreams Come True”�

�����
�

      Since March of this year we have had 
612,000 hits. 

�� Our Marketing Team took a contract that had 
been signed by a previous administration and 
renegotiated with the vendor for a better ad-
buy 

�� The annual printing of our brochures 
increased from 5,000 to 10,000 and we have 
used nearly all of them at the beginning of 
September. 

�� Our newsletter, “The Golden Crescent” is 
published at least 6 times a year and is posted 
on the website. 

�� Our Information Center now sports the U.S. 
and Canadian flags at a height that can be 
seen better by travelers 

�� Work has been done to improve the 
billboards at each end of town. More work is 
planned. 

�� Events that were sponsored or supported by 
the Chamber and their degree of success were 
reported on 

�� Upcoming events including the Annual 
Meeting & Election of Officers combined 
with an Annual Dinner to take place on 
October 28th  

�� A Candidate Forum, focusing on business 
issues pertinent to our business members, is 
scheduled for October. Questions will be 
developed from the results of a survey of the 
Chamber businesses. All candidates for local 
and other offices that impact our area will be 
invited to attend. All questions will be made 
public prior to the event, no candidate(s) will 
be endorsed, and the results of the debate will 
be published in this newsletter as well as the 
Jefferson County Journal. 

�� Some groups are already meeting and 
planning their events and activities for 2010. 

* * * 

NINTH BOARD MEMBER APPOINTED TO POST 
 

Robert Aliasso, Division Manager at Stebbins Engineering in Watertown, has been appointed to fill 
the last vacancy on the Board of Directors. At the August meeting the Board unanimously approved 
the recommendation of Mr. Aliasso to fill the 9th Board position. Rob is a businessman with 
international and domestic experience. He is also active in local issues supporting the Town Board. 
Mr. Aliasso will help in the new direction of our Chamber. 

CHAMBER PRES. GIVES FIRST 
 

At the September 10, 2009 meeting of the 
Henderson Town Board, President Karl Williams 
gave the first of what he plans will be quarterly 
reports to the Town Board. Mr. Williams told the 
Board, “As stakeholders in the Chamber, you are 
due a review of our progress. As the primary 
government leaders, you are due a review of what 
the business community is experiencing and 
planning so that you too may make better plans 
for the future.” He added that, “Although I will 
be asking for funding in the near future, my 
purpose for being here tonight is not a request for 
funding. I am speaking on behalf of the members 
and the Board of the Henderson Harbor Area 
Chamber of Commerce to provide you with a 
summary of what has been accomplished so far 
this year.” 
 

Some of the highlights and accomplishments 
reported to the Town Board were:  

�� the establishment of the Chamber’s 
Mission, Vision & Values Statements 
along with; 

�� a brand and a logo. Our brand is “The 
Heart of the Golden Crescent – Where 
Your Recreational Dreams Come True.” 
And the logo is a nautical map of the 
Harbor. 

�� The distinction between events that are 
sponsored by the Chamber vs. those that 
are supported. 

�� In all of our marketing we highlight the 
new website, 
www.hendersonharborny.com. 

�� Our investment of $1,000 in the new 
website at the beginning of the year has 
paid off as a major communications link. 
In July we received 168,000 hits and we 
average around 100,000 each month.  

QUARTERLY REPORT TO TOWN BOARD 
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The Henderson Harbor Area Chamber of Commerce has recently welcomed more new members. Below is information about 
some of them. 
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Spotlight on New Members 
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BY-LAWS (from P. 8) 
 

In the past few months though, we have learned that the secretary holds most of the current and 
past information of the Chamber workings on a day to day basis and is, therefore, an integral 
position of the organization. For this reason, the person in the Secretary position really needs to be 
a Board member. We used this model as a temporary organization when we voted to put Nancy 
Moore in as Secretary and Bob Ashodian in as Treasurer to replace Karl Williams as he moved to 
president. We have found that splitting the one position into two, with both being members of the 
Board, has worked exceptionally well. Each of these officers holds critical information that we 
need as a Board to make decisions in a timely fashion and each can handle their position as a 
volunteer. 
 

If you have ever dealt with the changing of rules in an organization you know how emotional the 
process can be. For that reason the Board and the By-Laws Committee have spent an inordinate 
amount of time preparing the new rules for presentation to the membership and giving everyone 
ample time to review them prior to voting on the main motion. 
 

Please mark your calendars now and plan to attend this most important annual meeting. We hope 
that the homework we’ve put into this will mean a swift voting process with more time for the 
activities to follow - dinner and socializing! See you on October 28th! 


